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La Première Guerre mondiale  
et la balkanisation du Moyen-Orient

G,(#Georges Corm

Georges Corm est professeur à l’Institut des sciences politiques de l’université Saint-Joseph 

à Beyrouth. Il a été ministre des Finances du Liban (1998-2000) et a notamment publié Le 

Proche-Orient éclaté (Paris, Gallimard, 2012, 7e édition).

La Première Guerre mondiale a eu des conséquences tragiques pour le 
Moyen-Orient. Elle a conduit au dépècement de l’Empire ottoman et à une 
balkanisation de la région. La France et la Grande-Bretagne ont semé les 
graines de conflits futurs en faisant des promesses contradictoires aux 
notabilités et dirigeants locaux. L’instabilité que l’on observe aujourd’hui au 
Moyen-Orient puise ses racines dans les découpages qui ont fait suite à la 
Grande Guerre. Une nouvelle conflagration régionale est à craindre.

politique étrangère

La commémoration du centenaire du début de la Première Guerre mon-
.,#5'('-7( 5"644#-,6*(.'($'3'*,$(-<$( 5'-(46*-&><'*4'-(.'(4'(46*9,7(%#P'<$(
qui a ouvert le XXe siècle et entraîné des bouleversements considérables. Ce 
retour est d’autant plus nécessaire que nous pourrions bien être à la veille 
."<*'(*6<3'55'(46*9#:$#7,6*(.6*7(5"&=,4'*7$'(-'$#,7(5'(A6B'*I`$,'*7;(!'-(
7'*-,6*-(O(.6*7(G'#<46<=(7$6<3'*7(5'<$(6$,:,*'2(.,$'47'%'*7(6<(,*.,$'47'-
%'*72(.#*-(5#(L$'%,@$'(a<'$$'(%6*.,#5'(O(B(-6*7('*('))'7(,*7'*-'-;

?",5('-7(46<$#*7(.'(46*-,.&$'$(><'(4'(46*9,7(#(=5#*7&('*(W<$6='(%E%'(
5'-(:'$%'-(.'(5#(?'46*.'(a<'$$'(%6*.,#5'2(,5('-7(=5<-($#$'(."'*(&36><'$(
5'-(46*-&><'*4'-(.$#%#7,><'-(-<$(5'(A6B'*I`$,'*7(.'=<,-(5"'))6*.$'%'*7(
.'(5"W%=,$'(6776%#*(><",5(#(.,$'47'%'*7('*7$#r*&;(`*(-#,7('*('))'7(><'(5'-(
56<$.'-( 46*.,7,6*-( ,%=6-&'-( =#$( 5'-( 3#,*><'<$-( )$#*+#,-( '7( #*:5#,-( -<$(
5"n55'%#:*'(*'(-6*7(=#-(&7$#*:@$'-(S( 5#(%6*7&'(.<(*#f,-%'('*(W<$6=';(
m(><6,(,5()#<7(#P6<7'$(><'(4'77'(:<'$$'(#(=$&4,=,7&(5#(l<--,'(.#*-(5#(:<'$$'(
4,3,5'2(#3'4(5#(3,476,$'(.<(=#$7,(G654D'3,><'('72('*(46*-&><'*4'2(5'(.&3'56=-
='%'*7($#=,.'(.'(*6%G$'<C(=#$7,-(46%%<*,-7'-('*(W<$6='2(#<(A6B'*I
`$,'*72( #,*-,( ><"'*(WC7$E%'I`$,'*7;(\"'-7( #,*-,( ><"#( &7&( 4$&&( 5'( 46*7'C7'(
D,-76$,><'( =$6=,4'( S( 5#( .&9#:$#7,6*( .'( 5#( ?'46*.'( a<'$$'( %6*.,#5';(
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\'55'I4,(-"'-7(=$656*:&'(.#*-(5#(:<'$$'()$6,.'('7(5'-(,**6%G$#G5'-(46*9,7-(
><'(4'77'(.'$*,@$'(#(#77,-&-(.#*-(5'-(=#B-(.<(7,'$-I%6*.';(!"'))6*.$'%'*7(
.'(5"il??('*(/010I/00R(*"#(:<@$'(%,-(8*(#<C(76<$%'*7-(.<(A6B'*I`$,'*72(
'7(=5<-(=#$7,4<5,@$'%'*7(.'-(=#B-(#$#G'-;

!'(A6B'*I`$,'*7( #( '*( '))'7( 46*7,*<&(."E7$'(.&4D,$&(=#$(.'-(3,65'*4'-(
'7(#))$6*7'%'*7-(%,5,7#,$'-(%#P'<$-(.6*7(5'-(-6<$4'-(-'(7$6<3'*7(.#*-(5'-(
-&><'55'-(.'(5#(L$'%,@$'(a<'$$'(%6*.,#5'2(#%=5,8&'-(=#$(5'(46*9,7(.'(/0Q0I
/0sv('7(5#(:<'$$'()$6,.';(\'$7'-2(5"D,-76,$'(*'(-'($&=@7'(P#%#,-2(%#,-(.'$$,@$'(
5'-( 46*7,*<,7&-( '7( 5'-( $<=7<$'-( ><"'55'( 6))$'( S( 5"6G-'$3#7'<$( -<='$84,'52( ,5(
'-7(.'-(46*7'C7'-(><,($'-7'*7()#36$#G5'-(#<(%#,*7,'*(.'(-,7<#7,6*-(46*9,4-
7<'55'-;( H#*-( 5'( 4#-( .<(A6B'*I`$,'*7( '72( =5<-( -=&4,#5'%'*72( .<(%6*.'(
#$#G'2(5'-(46*-&><'*4'-(.'(5#(L$'%,@$'(a<'$$'(%6*.,#5'('7(-'-(-<,7'-(,%%&-
.,#7'-($')6*7(-<$)#4'(#<P6<$."D<,(S(5"644#-,6*(.'-($&3657'-(><,(-'46<'*7(5#(
$&:,6*;(T6%G$'( ."#*#5B-7'-( -'( .'%#*.'*7( -,( 5'-( #$$#*:'%'*7-( ,--<-( .'(
5#(L$'%,@$'(a<'$$'(%6*.,#5'(#<(-<P'7(.'( 5"`$,'*7(#$#G'(*'(36*7(=#-(E7$'(
$'%,-('*(4#<-';(!#(7$@-()6$7'(,%=5,4#7,6*(.'-(=<,--#*4'-('<$6=&'**'-(.#*-(
5'-($&3657'-(#$#G'-(.'=<,-(pR//2('*(=#$7,4<5,'$('*(!,GB'('7('*(?B$,'2(#,*-,(
><'(4'55'(.'-(h7#7-Ii*,-2(.'(5#(l<--,'('7(.'(5#(\D,*'2(%#,-(#<--,(.'(5"F$#*2(
&36><'*7(<*(*6<3'#<(~#57#(46*4'$*#*7(5"'*-'%G5'(.<(A6B'*I`$,'*7;

Le dramatique dépècement de l’Empire ottoman  

et ses conséquences

Une abondante littérature existe sur ce que l’on avait coutume de nom-
%'$(S(5#(8*(.<(XIXe et au début du XXe(-,@45'(5#(M((><'-7,6*(."`$,'*7(N;(!'(
:$#*.(D,-76$,'*(G$,7#**,><'(n$*65.(U6B*G''(5"#3#,7(><#5,8&'(.'(M(><'-7,6*( 
."`44,.'*7( N2(36<5#*7(%6*7$'$(=#$( 5S(><"'55'( $&-<57#,7(.'-( $,3#5,7&-( '*7$'(
=<,--#*4'-('<$6=&'**'-(=6<$(#4><&$,$(.'-(-,7<#7,6*-(.",*9<'*4'(S(5"'-7(.'(
5#(A&.,7'$$#*&'2(=6$7'(.'( 5#(A&-6=67#%,'('7(.'( 5#($6<7'(.'-(F*.'-/. Ces 
$,3#5,7&-('*7$'(=<,--#*4'-(&7#,'*7(#,:<�-;(!"W%=,$'(6776%#*(&7#,7(#56$-(.&-,-
:*&(46%%'(5"M(D6%%'(%#5#.'(N(.'(5"W<$6=';(?'<5'-(5'-(#%G,7,6*-(46*7$#-
.,476,$'-(.'-(=<,--#*4'-('<$6=&'**'-(=$656*:'#,'*7(5"#:6*,'(.'(5"W%=,$'2(
.6*7( 5'-( 7'$$,76,$'-( G#5V#*,><'-( #3#,'*7( &7&( .&PS( 5#$:'%'*7( :$,:*67&-2(
4'='*.#*7(><'(5#(x$#*4'(-"&7#,7(,*-7#55&'(-<$(5'(%6.'(4656*,#5('*(n5:&$,'2(
'*(U<*,-,'('7(#<(A#$642(5"F7#5,'('*(!,GB'('7(5"n*:5'7'$$'('*(h:B=7';(!"W%=,$'(
6776%#*2(#55,&(#<(H'<7-4D'-(l',4D2(&7#,7(46*.#%*&(S(.,-=#$#r7$'('*(4#-(.'(
.&)#,7'(#55'%#*.'(.#*-(<*'(:<'$$'(%#P'<$'('*7$'(=<,--#*4'-('<$6=&'**'-;(
H#*-(4'77'(DB=67D@-'2(-6*(.&=@4'%'*7(#<(=$687(.'-(3#,*><'<$-(.'3'*#,7(
,*&3,7#G5'2( 46%=7'( 7'*<( ."#%G,7,6*-( 4656*,#5'-( $'.6<G5&'-2( #<( %6%'*7(

!"##c*1(#F"#Y*U%4''9#The Western Question in Greece and Turkey. A Study in the Contact of Civilizations9#
7*%;('&9#P*%&+,43'9#!H>>"
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La balkanisation du Moyen-Orient
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même où l’aspiration des peuples colonisés à l’indépendance devenait 
."#<7#*7( =5<-( )6$7'( ><'( 5'( =$,*4,='( .'( 5"#<76.&7'$%,*#7,6*( .'-( ='<=5'-(
&7#,7(#)8$%&(=#$(5'-(h7#7-Ii*,-(S(5",--<'(.'(5#(:<'$$';

n3#*7(5#(:<'$$'(.'(/0/sI/0/12(5'-(&5,7'-(#$#G'-(-'(7$6<3#,'*7(.&PS(.,3,-
-&'-;( i*( =$'%,'$( :$6<='( .'( ='$-6**#5,7&-2( *6%G$'<-'-2( -6<D#,7#,'*7(
><'(5'-(=$63,*4'-(#$#G'-(.'(5"W%=,$'(6776%#*($'-7'*7(.#*-(5'(:,$6*(.'(4'(
.'$*,'$( u('55'-(#3#,'*7(]<3$&(=6<$(-#($&)6$%'('7(=6<$(5",*-7,7<7,6*(."<*'(
.&4'*7$#5,-#7,6*(.&%64$#7,><'2(.6**#*7(#<C(n$#G'-(5"<-#:'(6)84,'5(.'(5'<$(
5#*:<'('7(5#(:'-7,6*(.'(5'<$-(=$6=$'-(#))#,$'-(.#*-(5'(4#.$'(."<*'(#<76*6-
%,'(-6<-(5#(-<f'$#,*'7&(.<(-<57#*2;(L6<$(4'-(='$-6**#5,7&-(#$#G'-2(5'($&7#-
G5,--'%'*7('*(/0R1(.'(5#(\6*-7,7<7,6*(6776%#*'(.'(/1oq2(-<,3,(."&5'47,6*-(
d’une Assemblée parlementaire incluant des représentants de toutes les 
=$63,*4'-(.'(5"W%=,$'2(&7#,7(<*'($#,-6*(."'-=&$'$Q;(U6<7')6,-2(5#(-<-='*-,6*(
.'( 5#(\6*-7,7<7,6*(.'3#,7( G'#<46<=(#))#,G5,$( 4'77'(=6-,7,6*;(n<( 46<$-(.'(
5#( :<'$$'2( 5#( )6$7'( $&=$'--,6*(=#$( 5'-( :6<3'$*'<$-( 6776%#*-(.'-(='$-6*-
*#5,7&-(#B#*7(.'-(46*7#47-(#3'4(5#(x$#*4'('7(5"n*:5'7'$$'(O(.'-(='*.#,-6*-(
=<G5,><'-( '<$'*7( 5,'<( S(H#%#-( '7( e'B$6<7D( O( #4D'3#( ."#))#,G5,$( 5'( =#$7,(
6776%#*(4D'f(5'-(n$#G'-;

i*(-'46*.(4#%=(.'(5"&5,7'(4$,7,><#,7()6$7'%'*7(5#(:'-7,6*(6776%#*'(.'(
5"W%=,$'( '7( -6<D#,7#,7( ><'( 5'( 4#5,)#7( $'3r*7( #<C(n$#G'-2( )6*.#7'<$-(.'( 5#(
$'5,:,6*(%<-<5%#*'('7(=$6=#:#7'<$-(.'(-6*('C7'*-,6*;(m( 5'<$-(B'<C2( 5'-(
U<$4-(*"#3#,'*7(=#-(-<(=$&-'$3'$( 5#(:$#*.'<$(.'(5",-5#%('7(.'(-#(4,3,5,-#-
7,6*('7(*"&7#,'*7(.6*4(=5<-(.,:*'-(.'(46*-'$3'$( 5'(4#5,)#7;(W*8*2(."#<7$'-(
='$-6**#5,7&-( -6<D#,7#,'*7( 5#( 46*-7,7<7,6*(."<*'('*7,7&(&7#7,><'(%6.'$*'(
$':$6<=#*7( 5"'*-'%G5'( .'-( -64,&7&-( #$#G'-2( *67#%%'*7( #<( !'3#*7;( !'-(
$&=<G5,4#,*-(-'(76<$*#,'*7(3'$-(5#(x$#*4'2(5'-($6B#5,-7'-(3'$-(5"n*:5'7'$$';(
C’est donc en ordre dispersé que les élites arabes se trouvèrent prises dans 
5'(76<$G,556*(.'(5#(L$'%,@$'(a<'$$'(%6*.,#5';(\'5#()#4,5,7#(5#(56<$.'(%#,*-
mise des deux principales puissances coloniales européennes (la France et 
5"n*:5'7'$$'Z(-<$(5'-(=$63,*4'-(#$#G'-(.'(5"W%=,$'(6776%#*(#=$@-(5#(:<'$$';

Les promesses inconciliables des Alliés

n8*(.'(-"#--<$'$(.'(5#(3,476,$'2(5#(a$#*.'Ie$'7#:*'(87(5'-(=$6%'--'-(5'-(=5<-(
46*7$#.,476,$'-(#<(-<P'7(.<(-6$7(.'-(=$63,*4'-(#$#G'-(.'(5"W%=,$'(6776%#*;(
W55'(=5#*7#,7(#,*-,2(.'(46*4'$7(#3'4(5#(x$#*4'2(5'-(:$#,*'-(.'-(=$6G5@%'-(><,(
46*7,*<'*7(#<P6<$."D<,(.'(-'46<'$(5'(%6*.'(#$#G';(\'-(.'<C(=<,--#*4'-(

>"##Q3#&.,D1+#;-#G,(+1#;'#3,#;=/'%+(,31&,+1*%#,;<1%1&+(,+10'#*++*<,%'9#5-1#X-+#+(C&#,/+1X#,-#714,%9#'%#NU(1'#'+#
'%#M=&*)*+,<1'"
E"##c*1(#7"#A,`B319#Une Génération d’intellectuels arabes. Syrie et Liban (1908-1940)9#G,(1&9#LB,(+,3,9#>VVH"
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6*7()#,7(=$'<3'(."#3'<:5'%'*7(=6<$($&:5'$(5'(-6$7(.'(5"n55'%#:*'(3#,*4<';(
W55'-(*"6*7(=#-(&7&(=5<-(D'<$'<-'-(.#*-(5'<$-(4D6,C(5,&-(#<C('))6*.$'%'*7-(
.'-(W%=,$'-(#<-7$6ID6*:$6,-('7(6776%#*;

W*(/0/v2(.#*-(<*(&4D#*:'(.'(46$$'-=6*.#*4'('*7$'(5'(x6$',:*(`)84'('7(
5'(4D&$,)(g<--',*(O(4D')(.'(5#()#%,55'(.'-(g#4D&%,7'-2(:#$.,'**'(.'-(5,'<C(
-#,*7-(%<-<5%#*-(.<(g'.P#f(O2( 5'-(e$,7#**,><'-(=$6%'77'*7( 5#( 46*-7,7<-
7,6*(."<*( $6B#<%'( #$#G'(<*,8&2( -6<-( 5#( 46*.<,7'( .'( 4'77'( )#%,55'2( =6<$(
=$,C(.<( $#55,'%'*7(.'-(n$#G'-(S( 5#( 4#<-'(.'-(n55,&-;(i*'(G$,:#.'(#$%&'(
#$#G'(3,'*.$#,7(&=#<5'$(5"#$%&'(G$,7#**,><'2(.@-(><"'55'(=6<$$#,7(=#$3'*,$(
'*(A&-6=67#%,'('7('*(?B$,'s.

!"#**&'(."#=$@-2('*(/0/q2( 56$-(.'(*&:64,#7,6*-(%'*&'-('*7$'( 5#(x$#*4'(
'7(5"n*:5'7'$$'2(5'-(.'<C(=<,--#*4'-(46*3,'**'*7(.'(=#$7#:'$('*7$'('55'-(4'(
><,($'-7'(.'-(=$63,*4'-(#$#G'-(.'(5"W%=,$'(*6*('*46$'(644<=&'-(=#$(5"<*'(
6<(5"#<7$'2(S(-#36,$(5#(A&-6=67#%,'2(5#(?B$,'('7(5#(L#5'-7,*'v.

i*( #*(=5<-( 7#$.2( '*( /0/o2( )#4'( S( <*'( :<'$$'( ><,( -"&7'$*,-'( '7( .'3,'*7(
.'(=5<-('*(=5<-(%'<$7$,@$'2(=6<$(#))#,G5,$( &46*6%,><'%'*7( 5"n55'%#:*'(
'7(-'-(#55,&-2(5#(a$#*.'Ie$'7#:*'(4$6,7(='$7,*'*7(.'(-'(:#:*'$(5#(-B%=#7D,'(
.'-(%,5,'<C(."#))#,$'-(P<,)-('*(n55'%#:*'('7(4D'f(-'-(=#$7'*#,$'-;(n56$-(><'(
5'(%6<3'%'*7(-,6*,-7'2(*&('*(/10o('7(=$&46*,-#*7(<*(7$#*-)'$7(D6$-(."W<-
$6='(.'-(W<$6=&'*-(.'(46*)'--,6*(P<,3'(46%%'($'%@.'(S(5"#*7,-&%,7,-%'2(
*"#3#,7(P<-><",4,(-<-4,7&(><"<*'(#77'*7,6*($'-7$',*7'2(5'(%,*,-7$'(.'-(n))#,$'-(
&7$#*:@$'-(G$,7#**,><'(!6$.(e#5)6<$(#.$'--'(<*'(5'77$'(S(!6$.(l67D-4D,5.2(
*67#G5'( .'( 5#( 46%%<*#<7&( P<,3'( G$,7#**,><'2( .&45#$#*7( <*,5#7&$#5'%'*7(
5",*7'*7,6*(.'(5#(a$#*.'Ie$'7#:*'(."]<3$'$(S(5#(46*-7,7<7,6*(."<*(M()6B'$(
*#7,6*#5(N(=6<$(5'-(P<,)-('*(L#5'-7,*';(\'77'(-,%=5'(5'77$'2(-#*-(3#5'<$(P<$,-
.,><'2(#(=#$(5#(-<,7'(&7&(=6%='<-'%'*7(><#5,8&'(.'(M(H&45#$#7,6*(e#5)6<$(N2(
#8*(.'( 5<,(.6**'$(=5<-(.'(=6,.-( '7(><"'55'( -6,7( #,*-,( 46*-,.&$&'( 46%%'(
-6<$4'(.'(M(5&:,7,%,7&(N()<7<$'(=6<$(P<-7,8'$(5#(4$&#7,6*(."<*(h7#7;(!#(*67,6*(
.'()6B'$(*#7,6*#5(*"#(76<7')6,-(P#%#,-('<(."'C,-7'*4'('*(.$6,7(,*7'$*#7,6*#52(
'7( 5#(a$#*.'Ie$'7#:*'(*'(=6<3#,7(.,-=6-'$(."<*(7'$$,76,$'(><,(*"&7#,7(=#-(
sous sa souveraineté.

L’inconséquence dramatique des Alliés ne s’est pas arrêtée là. La victoire 
3'*<'('7(5'<$-(7$6<='-(644<=#*7(5#(%#P'<$'(=#$7,'(.<(=5#7'#<(#*#765,'*('7(

e"##Q3#&.,D1+#;'#3,#/=3C4('#/*(('&)*%;,%/'#=/B,%D='#'%#!H!J#'%+('#['%(U#M,/iM,B*%9#B,-+#/*<<1&&,1('#
4(1+,%%15-'#,-#P,1('9#'+#3'#/B=(1X#[-&&'1%"#c*1(#2#/'#&-h'+#d"#YB*41'9#Ali et les 40 voleurs. Impérialismes et 
Moyen-Orient de 1914 à nos jours9#G,(1&9#K;1+1*%&#M'&&1;*(9#!HmJ"
J"##Q3#&.,D1+#;'&#,//*(;&#),&&=&#'%#!H!I#'%+('#M,(`#NU`'&9#X*%/+1*%%,1('#4(1+,%%15-'9#'+#@'*(D'&#G1/*+9#
X*%/+1*%%,1('#X(,%o,1&9#;101&,%+# 3'#7'0,%+#,(,4'#'%#K+,+&#&*-&#;*<1%,+1*%#,%D3,1&'#pQ(,`#'+#G,3'&+1%'q#'+#
&*-&#;*<1%,+1*%#X(,%o,1&'#pNU(1'#'+#714,%q"
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La balkanisation du Moyen-Orient
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5#(\,5,4,'2(5'(.&-,$(.'($&.<,$'(5"W%=,$'(S(<*'(='#<(.'(4D#:$,*2(='7,7(7'$$,76,$'(
."<*(h7#7(4$6<=,6*(#<76<$(."F-7#*G<52(-"'-7(,*4#$*&(.#*-(5'(7$#,7&(.'(?@3$'-(
J/0pRZ;(\'(.'$*,'$(=$&36,7('*('))'7(5#(4$&#7,6*(."<*(3#-7'(h7#7(#$%&*,'*('7(
."<*(h7#7(V<$.'('*(n*#765,'2(."<*'('*45#3'(:$'4><'(#<76<$(.'(5#(3,55'(.'(
?%B$*'('7(."<*'('*45#3'(,7#5,'**'(-<$(5'(=6<$76<$(%&.,7'$$#*&'*(.'(5"n*#-
tolieq;(L#$(#,55'<$-2(5'-(n--B$6I\D#5.&'*-(O(=6=<5#7,6*(4D$&7,'**'(.'-4'*-
.#*7(.'-(:$#*.-('%=,$'-(#--B$,'*('7(G#GB56*,'*2(&3#5<&'(#3#*7(5#(:<'$$'(
.'(/0/sI/0/1(S(ovR(RRR(='$-6**'-(3,3#*7(.#*-(5'-(%#--,)-(%6*7#:*'<C(.'(
5"W-7(.'(5"n*#765,'2('*7$'%E5&'(#<C(n$%&*,'*-('7(#<C(t<$.'-2('7(><,(#3#,7(
46%G#77<(#3'4(5'-(7$6<='-(#55,&'-(O('-=&$#,'*7(-'(36,$(#77$,G<'$(<*'(f6*'(
d’autonomieo.

Les plans des Alliés pour un dépècement étendu de l’Anatolie elle-
%E%'(6*7(4'='*.#*7(&7&(46*7$#$,&-(=#$( 5"#47,6*(.'(A<-7#=D#(t'%#52(<*(
6)84,'$( P'<*'I7<$4;( l':$6<=#*7( 5'-( $'-7'-( .'(
5"#$%&'(,%=&$,#5'('*(.&$6<7'2(,5($&<--,7(S(4D#--
ser toutes les armées alliées qui tentaient de 
%6$4'5'$( 5'( 7'$$,76,$'( #*#765,'*2( $&.<,-#*7( '*(
4'*.$'-(5'-(=$6P'7-('<$6=&'*-(.'(4$&#7,6*(."<*(h7#7(#$%&*,'*('7(."<*(h7#7(
V<$.'(#,*-,(><'(."'*45#3'-(:$'4><'('7(,7#5,'**';(\"'-7(:$z4'(S(5#(5&:,7,%,7&(
><'( 5<,( #==6$7'*7( 4'-(3,476,$'-(%,5,7#,$'-(><'(A<-7#=D#(t'%#5(=#$3,'*7(
S( #44&5&$'$( 5'( $B7D%'( .'( 5"'<$6=&#*,-#7,6*I%6.'$*,-#7,6*( .'( 5#( -64,&7&(
7<$><';(H&-6$%#,-2(5#(*6<3'55'(U<$><,'2(.#*-(.'(*6<3'55'-()$6*7,@$'-(-7#-
G,5,-&'-2(.&G#$$#--&'(.'(76<7'(,*9<'*4'(=65,7,><'('<$6=&'**'(.,$'47'2(='<7(
construire librement son espace national1.

U6<7')6,-2( 6*( *'( ='<7( =#--'$( -6<-( -,5'*4'( 5'-( -6<))$#*4'-( ><'( 5"&%'$-
:'*4'(.'(5"h7#7(7<$4(=6-76776%#*(#(,*9,:&'-(#<C(t<$.'-('7(#<C(n$%&*,'*-0. 
!#($&:,6*(#(46**<(<*'(=&$,6.'(."#47,6*-(3,65'*7'-(='$=&7$&'-(=#$(5"n$%&'(
-'4$@7'(#$%&*,'**'(.'(5,G&$#7,6*(.'(5"n$%&*,'(Jn?n!nZ('7(=#$(.,))&$'*7-(
%6<3'%'*7-(V<$.'-('*(F$#V2(U<$><,'2(F$#*;(?,(5#(><'-7,6*(#$%&*,'**'(-"'-7(
4#5%&'( #3'4( 5",*.&='*.#*4'( #4><,-'( =#$( 5#( l&=<G5,><'( ."n$%&*,'( J'CI
-63,&7,><'Z2(,5(*"'*('-7(=#-(.'(%E%'(#3'4(5#(><'-7,6*(V<$.'2(=5<-(><'(P#%#,-(
G$b5#*7'2(."#<7#*7(><"<*('%G$B6*(."h7#7(V<$.'(#(&7&(4$&&(.#*-(5'(-,55#:'(.'(
5",*3#-,6*(#%&$,4#,*'(.'(5"F$#V('*(pRRQ;({<#*7(#<C(n--B$6I\D#5.&'*-2(,5-(

I"##N-(#/'+#=)1&*;'9#*%#)*-((,#&'#(')*(+'(#2#@"#P*(<9#L’Europe et l’Orient. De la balkanisation à la libanisa-
tion, histoire d’une modernité inaccomplie9#G,(1&9#7,#A=/*-0'(+'9#>'#=;1+1*%9#>VV>"
^"## c*1(# d"# S,/*-49# 6# 7,# 5-'&+1*%# ,&&U(*i/B,3;='%%'9# 3'&# )-1&&,%/'&# '-(*)='%%'&# '+# 3,# N*/1=+=# ;'&#
R,+1*%&#89#Guerres mondiales et conflits contemporains9#%]#!JJ9#h-133'+#!Hmm9#)"#!VEi!>V"
m"##c*1(#K"#P*)',-?9#Espace et Temps de la nation turque. Analyse d’une historiographie nationaliste, 1931-
19939#G,(1&9#PRON#K;1+1*%&9#!HH^"
H"## c*1(# 6# F(<=%1'# �# A1,&)*(,# f# <=<*1('# '+# <*;'(%1+=# 89# Les Temps Modernes9# %]# JVeiJVJiJVI9#
h-133'+i&')+'<4('#!Hmm"

L’inconséquence 

dramatique des Alliés
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politique étrangère   1:2014

6*7(-<G,(=#$(.'<C()6,-(%#--#4$'-('7(.&=5#4'%'*7-()6$4&-2('*(n*#765,'(=<,-(
'*(F$#V2(-#*-(G&*&84,'$(.'(5#(=$67'47,6*('-=&$&'(.'(5#(=#$7(.'-(n55,&-/R.

Si les États arménien et kurde n’ont pas été créés à l’issue de la Première 
a<'$$'(%6*.,#5'2(.'<C(#<7$'-(h7#7-(S(G#-'(46%%<*#<7#,$'($'5,:,'<-'2(3&$,-
7#G5'-(M(P6V'$-(N(.'(4'77'(-<44'--,6*(.'(5"W%=,$'(6776%#*2()6*7(5'<$(#==#$,-
7,6*('*(/0Qp(Jn$#G,'(?#6<.,7'Z('7(/0s1(JF-$#�5Z2(#::$#3#*7(5#(G#5V#*,-#7,6*(
.'(4'77'($&:,6*(6$:#*,-&'(=#$(5'-(n55,&-;

Ex-provinces arabes de l’Empire :  

une balkanisation géographique et politique

m(5",*3'$-'(.'( 5"&365<7,6*(<*,84#7$,4'(46*.<,7'(=#$(n7#7�$V('*(n*#765,'2(
.#*-( 5'-('CI=$63,*4'-(#$#G'-(.'( 5"W%=,$'(6776%#*(,*7'$3,'*7(<*'(.#*:'-
$'<-'(G#5V#*,-#7,6*(:&6:$#=D,><'('7(=65,7,><'(-6<-(5"#47,6*(.'(5#(x$#*4'('7(
.'(5"n*:5'7'$$';(W*(.&=,7(.<()#,7(><'(5'-(=6=<5#7,6*-(#$#G'-(-6<D#,7#,'*7(
E7$'($&<*,'-(.#*-(<*(%E%'(h7#72(.<(%6,*-(=6<$(4'(><,(46*4'$*'(5'(!'3#*72(
5'-( .'<C( =<,--#*4'-( '<$6=&'**'-( )$#:%'*7'*7( '*( '*7,7&-( &7#7,><'-( .,--
7,*47'-('7(=5<-(6<(%6,*-(3,#G5'-(5'-(#*4,'**'-(=$63,*4'-(#$#G'-(.'(5"W%=,$'(
ottoman disparu. 

\"'-7(#,*-,(><'(4'$7#,*-(h7#7-(76%G'*7(-6<-(5#(46<='(.,$'47'(.'(5#(x$#*4'2(
5'-(#<7$'-(-6<-(4'55'(.'(5"n*:5'7'$$';(!'(!,G#*('-7(.&7#4D&(.'(5#(?B$,'('7(5#(
L#5'-7,*'(36<&'(S(.'3'*,$(<*(h7#7(P<,)(46*)6$%&%'*7(S(5#(H&45#$#7,6*(e#5)6<$;(
\'77'(.'$*,@$'('-7( ,*7&:$&'(#<(7'C7'(.<(%#*.#7(#446$.&(=#$( 5#(?64,&7&(.'-(
T#7,6*-(J?HTZ(S(5"n*:5'7'$$'2('*(.&=,7(.<($')<-(.'(5#(=6=<5#7,6*(564#5'(><,(
$'=$&-'*7'(#56$-(0R(�(.'(5#(=6=<5#7,6*(767#5'(.<(7'$$,76,$'(=#5'-7,*,'*;(

H#*-( 5'-(=$63,*4'-(.6*7(D&$,7'*7( 5#(x$#*4'('7( 5"n*:5'7'$$'2(*<55'( )6$4'(
%,5,7#,$'(#$#G'(*"'-7('*(%'-<$'(.'()#,$'()#4'(S(5#(3656*7&(.'(4'-(.'<C(=<,--
-#*4'-;(!'(='7,7( 46*7,*:'*7(%,5,7#,$'( #$#G'( )6$%&(#<(g'.P#f(=#$( 5"#$%&'(
britannique sous le commandement du colonel Lawrence – rendu célèbre 
par le récit romancé de son aventure arabe dans Les Sept Piliers de la 

sagesse//(O(*"#(P#%#,-($'=$&-'*7&(=5<-(><"<*'()6$4'(."#==6,*7(=6<$(5"#$%&'(
britannique/p;(\'(46*7,*:'*7('-7(."#,55'<$-(&4$#-&(=#$(5"#$%&'()$#*+#,-'('*(

!V"##d"#S,/*-49#op.cit.
!!"##Q3#&.,D1+#;'#YB*<,&#g;Z,(;#7,Z('%/'9#%=#'%#!mmm#'+#;=/=;=#'%#!HEE"#$-+('#3,#(=)-+,+1*%#5-'#3-1#0,3-+#
3'#&-//C&#;'#&*%#(=/1+#,-+*41*D(,)B15-'#/'%+(=#&-(#&*%#,0'%+-('#;,%&#3'&#;=&'(+&#;.F(,41'9#3'#)'(&*%%,D'#
;'#7,Z('%/'#,#X,1+# 3.*4h'+#;.-%#:3<#;'#A,01;#7',%#'%#!HI>9#Lawrence d’Arabie9#5-1#,#/*%%-#-%#D(,%;#
&-//C&#'+#('o-#)3-&1'-(&#)(1?"
!>"##c*1(#n"#YB*<,&9#Les Arabes9#G,(1&9#G,U*+9#!HeI9#/B,)1+('#�Q9#6#7,#D-'(('#<*%;1,3'#89#)"#>!J9#%*+'#!9#
&-10,%+#3'5-'3#/'#/*%+1%D'%+#,(,4'#,#)-#,++'1%;('#!V#VVV#B*<<'&#,-#<,?1<-<#3*(&#;'#3,#<*4131&,+1*%#
;'&#+(14-&#;'#3,#)=%1%&-3'#F(,415-'9#<,1&#'&+#('&+=#'%#<*U'%%'#)3-&#)(*/B'#;'#>#VVV#B*<<'&#)(=&'%+&#
'%#)'(<,%'%/'"
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La balkanisation du Moyen-Orient
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P<,55'7(/0p/(#3'4(<*'()#4,5,7&(.&46*4'$7#*7'(56$-(.'(5#(G#7#,55'(.'(A#B-#56<*(
S( 5#( )$6*7,@$'( '*7$'( 5'( !,G#*( '7( 5#( ?B$,'2( #56$-( ><",5( 7'*7'(."'%=E4D'$( 5'-(
x$#*+#,-(."#$$,3'$(S(H#%#-(6K(x#B-#52(85-(#r*&(.<(4D&$,)(.'(!#(A'4><'2(#(
&7&(46*8$%&($6,(.'(?B$,'('7(#445#%&(=#$(5#()6<5';

\'5#(*'(='<7(><'(-<-4,7'$(5#(465@$'(.'(5"#$%&'()$#*+#,-'(.<(!'3#*72($':$6<-
=&'(#<(!,G#*( j( 5"#.%,*,-7$#7,6*(.'( 5#(?B$,'(.'3#,7( 5<,( $'3'*,$('*(3'$7<(.'-(
#446$.-(?BV'-IL,467('7(5'(-6<7,'*(.'-(n*:5#,-(S(5"&><,=&'(.'(x#B-#5(46*-7,7<#,7(
<*'(,*)$#47,6*(9#:$#*7'(S(4'-(#446$.-;(x#B-#52(><#*7(S(5<,2(-'($&45#%#,7(.'-(
=$6%'--'-()#,7'-(=#$(5'-(e$,7#**,><'-(S(-6*(=@$'(><#*7(S(5#(46*-7,7<7,6*(."<*(
:$#*.($6B#<%'(#$#G'(<*,8&;(!'-(e$,7#**,><'-2(76<7('*(-6<7'*#*7(5#(%6*7&'(
'*(=<,--#*4'(.'(5#()#%,55'(.'-(?#6<.(#<(g'.P#f2(*"#G#*.6**'*7(76<7')6,-(=#-(
46%=5@7'%'*7(5#()#%,55'(D#4D&%,7';(\'77'(.'$*,@$'(5'<$($'-7'(<7,5'(=6<$(-6*(
,*9<'*4'(.#*-(5#($&:,6*(j('55'(=65#$,-'(S(5"&=6><'(5'-(#-=,$#7,6*-(S(5"<*,7&(#$#G'(
.'-(.,))&$'*7'-(&5,7'-(.'-(=$63,*4'-(#$#G'-(.'(5"W%=,$'(6776%#*(.,-=#$<;

!#(?B$,'2(><,(-'($&3@5'($'G'55'(S(5"644<=#7,6*(.'-(7$6<='-()$#*+#,-'-2('-7(
.&46<=&'(='*.#*7(<*'(=&$,6.'(=#$( 5#(x$#*4'( '*(.,))&$'*7'-( '*7,7&-(:&6-
:$#=D,><'-( '7( 46%%<*#<7#,$'-( Jf6*'( #5#6<,7'2( .$<f'2( -<**,7'2( -#*.P#V(
."n5'C#*.$'77'Z/Q;(!'(A6*7I!,G#*2(#=$@-(#36,$(-<G,(.'(*6%G$'<-'-(7$#*--
)6$%#7,6*-(46%%<*#<7#,$'-(-6<-(5'(46<=(.'-($,3#5,7&-()$#*46IG$,7#**,><'-(
du XIXe(-,@45'2(.'3,'*7(<*(h7#7(#<C()$6*7,@$'-(&5#$:,'-(4'*-&'-(5'($'*.$'(=5<-(
viable/s;(!#(U$#*-P6$.#*,'('-7(4$&&'(=#$( 5#(a$#*.'Ie$'7#:*'(=6<$(#446%-
%6.'$( 5#( )#%,55'(.'-(g#4D&%,7'-2( :#$.,'**'(.'(!#(A'4><'2( 4D#--&'(.<(
g'.P#f(=#$(5#()#%,55'(.'-(?#6<.2('55'(#<--,(#55,&'(#<C(e$,7#**,><'-;(W*(F$#V2(
3&$,7#G5'(%6-#w><'('7D*,><'(Jn$#G'-2(t<$.'-2(n--B$,'*-('7(U<$46%#*-Z('7(
$'5,:,'<-'(J-<**,7'-2(4D,,7'-2(P<,)-2(-#G&'*-2(B&f,.,-2(4D$&7,'*-Z2(5"n*:5'7'$$'(
,*-7#55'(<*(#<7$'(%'%G$'(.'(5#()#%,55'(.'-(g#4D&%,7'-;

H#*-(5#(=&*,*-<5'(n$#G,><'2( 5'-(e$,7#**,><'-(6*7(76<7( ,*7&$E7(S(=6$7'$(
#77',*7'( #<( =$'-7,:'( .'( 5#( )#%,55'( .'-(g#4D&%,7'-2( 4D#*7$'( .'-( $'3'*.,-
4#7,6*-( *#7,6*#5,-7'-( #$#G'-;(\"'-7( =6<$><6,( ,5-( )#4,5,7'*7( 5"&%'$:'*4'( #<(
g'.P#f2(.#*-(5'-(#**&'-(/0pR2(."<*($6B#<%'(=#7$,%6*,#5;(!#()#%,55'(.'-(

!E"##c*1(#O"#$.y*-?9#Les États du Levant sous mandat français9#G,(1&9#714(,1(1'#7,(*&'9#!HE!"#T%'#;'&/(1)i
+1*%#&,%&#/*<)3,1&,%/'#;'&#'(('<'%+&#;'#3,#)-1&&,%/'#<,%;,+,1('#'%#NU(1'#'+#,-#714,%#%*-&#'&+#;*%%='#
),(#c"#;'#N,1%+iG*1%+9#La Vérité sur la Syrie par un témoin9#G,(1&9#P,B1'(&#;'#l(,%/'9#!H>H"#P'+#*-0(,D'#
0,#2#/*%+('i/*-(,%+#;'#+*-+'#-%'#31++=(,+-('#B,D1*D(,)B15-'#0,%+,%+#3.,/+1*%#;'#3,#l(,%/'#,-#7'0,%+"#Y*-+#
,-&&1#/(1+15-'#;'#3,#D'&+1*%#;-#<,%;,+#'%#NU(1'9#*%#0'((,#F"#G*-33',-9#À Damas sous les bombes. Journal 
d’une Française pendant la révolte syrienne 1924-19269#S0'+*+9#n('++'0133'#l(C('&9#!H>J"
!e"##c*1(#@"#LB*-(U9#La France et l’Orient arabe. Naissance du Liban moderne, 1914-19209#G,(1&9#F(<,%;#
P*31%9#!HHE9#,1%&1#5-'9#;-#<w<'#,-+'-(9#1%+(*;-/+1*%#'+#%*+'&9#in#O"#;'#3,#P(*1?9#Une Tutelle coloniale. Le 
mandat français en Syrie et au Liban9#G,(1&9#n'31%9# #>VVI"#c*1(#,-&&1#N"["#7*%D(1DD9#Syria and Lebanon 
under French Mandate9#$?X*(;9#$?X*(;#T%10'(&1+U#G('&&9#!HJm9#,1%&1#5-'#@"#P*(<9#Le Liban contemporain. 
Histoire et société9#G,(1&9#7,#A=/*-0'(+'9#>V!>"
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politique étrangère   1:2014

?#6<.(#.6=7'(5'(\6$#*(46%%'(\6*-7,7<7,6*('7(5'(c#DD#G,-%'(5'(=5<-($#.,-
cal/v(46%%'(-'<5'(,.&656:,'(6)84,'55'(7D&656:,46I=65,7,><';

m(4'77'(G#5V#*,-#7,6*(:&6:$#=D,><'(.'-(7'$$,76,$'-(#$#G'-(-"#P6<7'(<*'(
G#5V#*,-#7,6*(.'-(-B-7@%'-(=65,7,><'-(j(5"F$#V('7(5#(U$#*-P6$.#*,'(.'3,'**'*7(
.'-(%6*#$4D,'-2(#446$.&'-('*(567(.'(46*-65#7,6*(S(.'-(.'-4'*.#*7-(.'(5#(
)#%,55'(.'-(g#4D&%,7'-(Jx#B-#5('*(F$#V(#=$@-(5"&4D'4(.'(-'-(=$6P'7-('*(?B$,'2(
nG.#55#D('*(U$#*-P6$.#*,'Z2(#56$-(><'(5'(!,G#*('7(5#(?B$,'(.'3,'**'*7(.'-(
$&=<G5,><'-;(W*(6<7$'2(<*'(=#$7,'(.'-(&5,7'-(#$#G'-('-7()6$%&'(S(5#(%6.'$-
*,7&(S(5#()$#*+#,-'2(<*'(#<7$'(S(5#(G$,7#**,><';

\'-(*6<3'55'-(#4><,-,7,6*-(7'$$,76$,#5'-()$#*+#,-'-('7(G$,7#**,><'-(%'77'*7(
5"'*-'%G5'(.<(%6*.'(#$#G'(-6<-(5'(P6<:(.'(4'-(.'<C(=<,--#*4'-2(5"h:B=7'(
&7#*7(-6<-(644<=#7,6*(G$,7#**,><'(.'=<,-(/11p('7(5"'*-'%G5'(.'(5"n)$,><'(.<(
T6$.( -6<-( .6%,*#7,6*( )$#*+#,-'( .'=<,-( 5'(XIXe( -,@45'2( S( 5"'C4'=7,6*( .'( 5#(
!,GB'2(644<=&'(=#$(5"F7#5,'('*(/0//;(L5<7d7(><'(.'(%'77$'('*(#==5,4#7,6*(5'-(
principes d’autodétermination des peuples préconisés par le président 

,̂5-6*2(x$#*4'('7(a$#*.'Ie$'7#:*'(#4D@3'*7(.'(4656-
*,-'$(5"'*-'%G5'(.<(%6*.'(#$#G'2(46*7$'(5'(3]<(.'-(
populations concernées/q;( W*( h:B=7'2( 5"n*:5'7'$$'(
.6,7( )#,$'( )#4'( S(<*'( )6$7'( 46*7'-7#7,6*(*#7,6*#5,-7'2(

-6<-(5#(46*.<,7'(.'(?##.(y#:D56<5(><,($&45#%'(5",*.&='*.#*4'('7(=$'*.(5#(
7E7'(."<*'(.&5&:#7,6*(S(5#(\6*)&$'*4'(.'(X'$-#,55'-('*(/0/1/o. Cela accélère le 
développement d’une conscience nationale arabe désireuse de se débarras-
ser du colonialisme européen et de s’unir dans une seule entité.

!'-(,*.&='*.#*4'-(.'-(.,))&$'*7-(=#B-(#$#G'-(*'(-6*7(#4><,-'-(><"#=$@-(
5#(?'46*.'(a<'$$'(%6*.,#5';(W55'-(,*7'$3,'**'*7(.#*-(5'-()$6*7,@$'-(46*7'--
7#G5'-(#$$E7&'-(S(5",--<'(.<(=$'%,'$(46*9,7(%6*.,#5('*(3'$7<(.'-(#446$.-(

!J"##7'#Z,BB,41&<'#'&+#3,#X*(<'#)-(1+,1%'#'?+(w<'#;'#3.1&3,<#&-%%1+'#)(*),D=#),(#M*B,<<';#Q4%#F4;'3#
\,BB,4#p!^VEi!^H>q#5-1#0=/-+#;,%&#3'#R,h;#'+#&.,331,#2#M-B,<<';#Q4%#N,*-;#'%#!^e^#)*-(#)(*),D'(#
/'++'#;*/+(1%'#),(# 3.=)='"#7'#&-3+,%#*++*<,%#'%0*U,#-%'#'?)=;1+1*%#<131+,1('#=DU)+1'%%'#'%#!m!V#)*-(#
0'%1(#2#4*-+#;-#<*-0'<'%+#;*%+#3.,(<='#=+,1+#,((10='#h-&5-.'%#Q(,`"#7'#Z,BB,41&<'#X-+#3*%D+'<)&#/*%&1i
;=(=#/*<<'#-%'#B=(=&1'#'%#1&3,<#;-#X,1+#;'#&*%#'?+(=<1&<'9#h-&5-.2#3,#/*%&+1+-+1*%#;-#O*U,-<'#&,*-i
;1'%#;,%&#3'&#,%%='&#!H>V9#&*-&#)(*+'/+1*%#,%D3,1&'"#G,(#3,#&-1+'9#3,#X*(+-%'#)=+(*31C('#;-#O*U,-<'#)'(<1+#
;.=+'%;('#3.1%x-'%/'#;'#3,#;*/+(1%'#Z,BB,41+'#&-(#+*-+'&#3'&#/*<<-%,-+=&#<-&-3<,%'&#&-%%1+'&#;'#),(#
3'#<*%;'"#A'#<w<'9#3'#&U&+C<'#&,*-;1'%#;'#D'&+1*%#),+(1<*%1,3'#;'#3.K+,+#'+#;'#&'&#('&&*-(/'&#%'#<,%i
5-,#),&#;.1%x-'%/'(9#),(#;10'(&#/,%,-?9#3'&#,-+('&#&*/1=+=&#,(,4'&9#,-#X-(#'+#2#<'&-('#5-'#3'#O*U,-<'#
=3,(D1+#&*%#'<)(1&'#;,%&#3'#<*%;'#,(,4'#'+#<-&-3<,%"
!I"##P.'&+#41'%#/'#5-.,#<*%+(=#3'#+(C&#(1/B'#(,))*(+#;'#3,#P*<<1&&1*%#;.'%5-w+'#,-#M*U'%i$(1'%+#'%0*U='#
2#3.1&&-'#;'#3,#@(,%;'#@-'(('#),(#3'#)(=&1;'%+#,<=(1/,1%9#;1+'#P*<<1&&1*%#L1%DiP(,%'#;-#%*<#;'&#;'-?#
)'(&*%%,31+=&#5-1#3.*%+#/*%;-1+'9#)*-(#('/-'1331(#3.*)1%1*%#;'&#=31+'&#,(,4'&#5-,%+#,-?#&*-B,1+&#;'&#)*)-3,i
+1*%&#&-(#3.,0'%1(#;'&#'?i)(*01%/'&#,(,4'&#;'#3.g<)1('#*++*<,%"#c*1(#2#/'#&-h'+#["["#[*Z,(;9#An American#
Enquiry in the Middle East. The King-Crane Commission9#n'U(*-+B9#LB,U,+&9#!HIE9#,1%&1#5-'#@"#P*(<9#
L’Europe et l’Orient9#op. cit.9#/B,)"#!V9#)"#!E!i!eJ"
!^"##A'# 32# 3,#%,1&&,%/'#;-#),(+1#\,X;#p/'#5-1#&1D%1:'#6#;=3=D,+1*%#8q#5-.13# X*%;'#'%#!H!H#'+#5-1#;'01'%+#
(,)1;'<'%+#3'#),(+1#)*31+15-'#3'#)3-&#1<)*(+,%+#;.KDU)+'#p13#'?1&+'#'%/*('#,-h*-(;.B-1q"

Les jougs français 

et britannique
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La balkanisation du Moyen-Orient
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?BV'-IL,467;(W*(L#5'-7,*'2(<*'(=#$7,'(,%=6$7#*7'(.'(5#(=6=<5#7,6*(#$#G'()<,7(
5'-(%#--#4$'-(='$=&7$&-(=#$(5#(g#:#*#D(J'%G$B6*(.'(5#()<7<$'(#$%&'(,-$#&-
5,'**'Z;(!'-($&-65<7,6*-(.'-(T#7,6*-(<*,'-(-<$(5'(=#$7#:'(.'(5#(L#5'-7,*'(*'(
-6*7(:<@$'($'-='47&'-;(F-$#�52(=#$(5#(:<'$$'(.'(/0s12(644<='(5#$:'%'*7(=5<-(
.'(7'$$,76,$'(><'(4'(><'(5'(=5#*(.'-(T#7,6*-(<*,'-(#3#,7(=$&3<2('7(5'(.$6,7(
#<($'76<$(.'-($&)<:,&-(*"'-7(=#-($'46**<(=#$(5'(*6<3'5(h7#7;(!'(46*9,7('*7$'(
5"F$#V( '7( 5'(t6c'w7( J/00/Z( =56*:'( #<--,( -'-( $#4,*'-( .#*-( 4'-( .&46<=#:'-(
4656*,#<C;(F5('*('-7(.'(%E%'(.<(46*9,7(.<(?#D#$#(644,.'*7#5(J'CI4656*,'(
'-=#:*65'Z2(><,(&45#7'('*(/0os('*7$'(5"n5:&$,'('7(5'(A#$642(%#,-(#<--,2(S(5#(
%E%'(&=6><'2(.<(46*9,7(.'(\DB=$'(><,(#G6<7,7(S(5#(.,3,-,6*(.'(5"r5'('*7$'(
<*'(=#$7,'(.'3'*<'('C45<-,3'%'*7(7<$><'('7(<*'(=#$7,'(:$'4><';

La création du « vide de puissance » dans le monde arabe

La balkanisation du monde arabe née des modalités de liquidation de 
5"W%=,$'(6776%#*('-7(5#$:'%'*7($'-=6*-#G5'(.'(5",*-7#G,5,7&(.'(5#(=5<=#$7(
.'-(h7#7-(#$#G'-2(%,*&-(=#$(<*'(4$,-'(.'(5&:,7,%,7&(><,(=$'*.(.'-()6$%'-(
.,3'$-'-( -'56*( 5'-(=#B-/1;(i*'( )6,-( 5",*.&='*.#*4'(#4><,-'2( 4'-(.'$*,'$-2(
7$@-()#,G5'-2(&=$6<3'*7(5'(G'-6,*(.'(-'(7$6<3'$(<*(=$67'47'<$('C7&$,'<$;(!'-(
.,$,:'#*7-(#%&$,4#,*-('-7,%'*7(><",5-(.6,3'*7(46%G5'$( 5'(M(3,.'(.'(=<,--
-#*4'(N(6G-'$3#G5'(#<(A6B'*I`$,'*72(-6<-(=',*'(.'(36,$(5"i*,6*(-63,&7,><'(
:#:*'$('*(,*9<'*4'(.#*-(4'77'($&:,6*($,4D'('*($'--6<$4'-(&*'$:&7,><'-;

n,*-,(4'77'(G#5V#*,-#7,6*()#4,5,7'I7I'55'(.@-(5'-(#**&'-(/0vR(5#(*#,--#*4'(
."<*(45,3#:'(=$6)6*.('*7$'(5'-($&:,%'-(=65,7,><'-(#$#G'-(#55,&-(#<C(h7#7-I
i*,-(J'--'*7,'55'%'*7(5'-($&:,%'-(%6*#$4D,><'-Z(."<*(4d7&('72(.'(5"#<7$'2(
5'-( $&:,%'-(#$#G'-(=$#7,><#*7(<*(#*7,I,%=&$,#5,-%'(9#%G6B#*7( Jh:B=7'2(
F$#V2(?B$,'2(n5:&$,'2(~&%'*(.<(?<.2(!,GB'Z/0;(!"il??(#$%'('7(8*#*4'(#56$-(
5'-(%6<3'%'*7-(.'(.&4656*,-#7,6*('7(5'-(=#B-(.<(U,'$-IA6*.'(><,($')<-'*7(
.'(-"#5,:*'$(-<$(5#(=65,7,><'(#%&$,4#,*';(\'(45,3#:'('*7$#r*'(.'(*6%G$'<C(
7$6<G5'-( '*( /0v1( j( 5#( $&365<7,6*( ,$#V,'**'(.'( P<,55'72( 5"<*,6*(.'( 5"h:B=7'(
'7( .'( 5#( ?B$,'(=$&5<.#*7( S(<*'(<*,7&( #$#G'(=5<-( 5#$:'2( 5#( 4$,-'(.<(!,G#*(
qui entraîne un débarquement de Marines(S(e'B$6<7D2('*8*(5#(4$,-'(P6$.#-
*,'**'2(*6*(%6,*-(:$#3'(><'(4'55'(.<(!,G#*;

L5<-(7#$.2(=#$(6==6-,7,6*(#<(-6<7,'*(.<(:6<3'$*'%'*7(#%&$,4#,*(S(F-$#�52(
><,(46*7,*<'(."644<='$(5'-(7'$$,76,$'-(#$#G'-('*3#D,-(.<$#*7(5#(:<'$$'(.'(
P<,*(/0qo2(5'-(h7#7-(#$#G'-(#*7,I,%=&$,#5,-7'-(-'($':$6<='*7(.#*-(<*()$6*7(
.'($&-,-7#*4'('7(.'($')<-(.'(5"6$.$'(#%&$,4#*6I,-$#&5,'*(#<(A6B'*I`$,'*7;(
i-#*7(."<*'($D&76$,><'(3,$<5'*7'(46*7$'(F-$#�52(-'-(%'%G$'-(-6<7,'**'*7(

!m"##c*1(#M"#[-;&*%9#Arab Politics. The Search for Legitimacy9#R'Z#[,0'%9#PY9#S,3'#T%10'(&1+U#G('&&9#!H^^"
!H"##N-(#/'#/310,D'#1%+'(,(,4'9#0*1(#3.*-0(,D'#;'#M"#L'((9#The Arab Cold War"#Gamal Abd al-Nasir and his 
rivals, 1958-1970.#$?X*(;9#$?X*(;#T%10'(&1+U#G('&&9#!H^!9#,1%&1#5-'#M"#P*3*<4'9#Orient arabe et non-
engagement9#>#0*3-<'&9#G,(1&9#G-431/,+1*%&#*(1'%+,31&+'&#;'#l(,%/'9#!H^E"
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politique étrangère   1:2014

.,))&$'*7-(%6<3'%'*7-( =#5'-7,*,'*-( #$%&-2( =#$)6,-( 6==6-&-( 5'-( <*-( #<C(
#<7$'-;(x#4'(S(4'()$6*72(5'-(h7#7-(46*-'$3#7'<$-('7(=$6I644,.'*7#<C()6$%'*7(
5�`$:#*,-#7,6*(.'(5#(46*)&$'*4'(,-5#%,><'(J`\FZ('*(/0q02(S(5",*,7,#7,3'(.'(
5"n$#G,'(?#6<.,7'2(.<(L#V,-7#*('7(.<(A#$64;(n3'4(5"#<:%'*7#7,6*(.'-(=$,C(
.<(=&7$65'('*(/0oQ2(5"n$#G,'(?#6<.,7'(.'3,'*7(<*'(=<,--#*4'(8*#*4,@$'('7(
4$&'( 5#( e#*><'( ,-5#%,><'(.'(.&3'56=='%'*7;(H&-6$%#,-2( .'<C( 56:,><'-(
-"6==6-'*7( j( 5"<*'(=$d*'( 5#( -65,.#$,7&( ,-5#%,><'( '7( 5"#*7,46%%<*,-%'( '7(
.&*6*4'(5"'C=#*-,6**,-%'(.'(5"il??(.#*-(5'(U,'$-IA6*.'(u(5"#<7$'(.&*6*4'(
5",%=&$,#5,-%'(#%&$,4#,*('7(=$d*'(5#(-65,.#$,7&(O(S(.&)#<7(."<*,7&(O(#$#G'(
=6<$()#,$'()#4'(#<C(.&8-(.'(5"644<=#7,6*(,-$#&5,'**'(.'(7'$$,76,$'-(#$#G'-;

n<( 46<$-( .'-( #**&'-( /0vRI/0qR2( 5"#55,#*4'( '*7$'( 5'-( h7#7-Ii*,-( '7( 5'-(
%6*#$4D,'-()#,7()#4'(S(5#(3#:<'($&365<7,6**#,$'(#$#G'(,*,7,&'(=#$(5'(=$&-,.'*7(
&:B=7,'*(a#%#5(nG.'5(T#--'$('7(-6<7'*<'(=#$(5"il??;(T#--'$($&<--,7(#56$-(
S(.6%,*'$(.'(-#()6$7'(='$-6**#5,7&(5#(!,:<'(.'-(h7#7-(#$#G'-(u(,5('-7(#<--,(<*(
#47'<$(,%=6$7#*7(.<(A6<3'%'*7(.'-(*6*I#5,:*&-;(n=$@-(-#(.,-=#$,7,6*(=$&-
%#7<$&'('*(/0oR2(5'(4D#%=('-7(5,G$'(=6<$(><'(5'-(%6*#$4D,'-(#$#G'-2(76<7'-(
=$6I644,.'*7#5'-2(#4><,@$'*7(<*(=6,.-(=65,7,><'(%#P'<$(-<$(5#(-4@*'(%6B'*I
6$,'*7#5'2(S(5#()#3'<$(.'-(%6B'*-(8*#*4,'$-(46*-,.&$#G5'-(,--<-(.'(5#($'*7'(
=&7$65,@$'(.'(5"n$#G,'(?#6<.,7'('7(.'-(.,))&$'*7-(h%,$#7-(=&7$65,'$-;

m(46%=7'$(.'(4'77'(=&$,6.'2(5",*-7$<%'*7#5,-#7,6*(.'(5",.'*7,7&(,-5#%,><'(
'-7(=$6%<'(.#*-(76<-(5'-(.6%#,*'-(=6<$()#,$'($'4<5'$( 5",*9<'*4'(:$#*.,--
-#*7'( .'( 5",.&656:,'( -64,#5,-7'( '7( #*7,#%&$,4#,*'( .#*-( 5'( %6*.'( #$#G'( '7(
%<-<5%#*;(`*(=#$5'(#56$-(.'(M($&,-5#%,-#7,6*(N(.'(4'-(-64,&7&-pR. Dans ce 

4#.$'2( <*'( ,*7'$*#7,6*#5'( .'( 46%G#77#*7-( ,-5#-
miques est recrutée et entraînée en Arabie 
?#6<.,7'('7(#<(L#V,-7#*2(#3'4(5"#==<,(.'-(h7#7-I
i*,-2(=6<$(E7$'('*36B&'(-'(G#77$'('*(n):D#*,-7#*(

#8*(.'(5,G&$'$(4'(=#B-(.'(5"644<=#7,6*(-63,&7,><';(!#(*&G<5'<-'(n5I{#,.#(B(
=6<--'(-'-($#4,*'-;(W55'($&45#%'(5'($&7#G5,--'%'*7(.<(4#5,)#7('7('C,:'(5#($'-7#<-
ration dans toutes les sociétés musulmanes de mœurs islamiques sur le 
%6.'($#.,4#5(c#DD#G,7';

m(5#(-<,7'(.'-(#77'*7#7-(.<(//(-'=7'%G$'(pRR/2(5'-(h7#7-Ii*,-('*3,-#:'*7(
5'($'%6.'5#:'(46%=5'7(.<(M(:$#*.(A6B'*I`$,'*7(N(J,*45<#*7(5'(L#V,-7#*(
'7(5"n):D#*,-7#*Z;(!",*7'$3'*7,6*('*(n):D#*,-7#*('*(pRR/2(5",*7'$3'*7,6*('*(
F$#V('*(pRRQ2(#,*-,(><'(5"'*4'$45'%'*7(.'(5#(?B$,'2(-",*-4$,3'*7(.#*-(4'77'(
56:,><'( .'( .6%,*#7,6*( .'( 5#( $&:,6*2( :#$#*7,--#*7( 5#( -&4<$,7&( ."F-$#�5( '7(

>V"##c*1(#@"#P*(<9#La Question religieuse au XXI
e siècle. Géopolitique et crise de la postmodernité9#G,(1&9#

7,#A=/*-0'(+'9#>VVe9#,1%&1#5-'#Pour une lecture profane des conflits. Sur le « retour du religieux » dans 
les conflits contemporains du Moyen-Orient9#G,(1&9#7,#A=/*-0'(+'9#>V!>"

L’instrumentalisation 

de l’identité islamique
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La balkanisation du Moyen-Orient
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3,-#*7(S(#G#77$'( 76<7($&:,%'(=65,7,><'(D6-7,5'(#<C( ,*7&$E7-(.'-(h7#7-Ii*,-(
'7( .'( -6*( #55,&( ,-$#&5,'*;( L#$( 6==6-,7,6*( S( 4'77'( -7$#7&:,'2( 5'-(%6<3#*4'-(
,-5#%,-7'-( -'( -6*7(%<57,=5,&'-( '7( 6*7( 4D'$4D&( S( 46%G#77$'( 5'-( :6<3'$*'-
%'*7-( M( ,%=,'-( N( .'( *6%G$'<C(=#B-(%<-<5%#*-;( W55'-( 6*7( 46%%,-2( 6<(
46%%'77'*7('*46$'2(.'(*6%G$'<C(#77'*7#7-(%'<$7$,'$-2('*(n$#G,'(?#6<.,7'(
'7(#<(L#V,-7#*2(%#,-(#<--,('*(F*.6*&-,'2( k6$.#*,'2(h:B=7'2( F$#V2(?6%#5,'2(
n5:&$,'2( !,GB'( 6<( #<( !,G#*;( !'<$( ,.&656:,'( 46*7,*<'( ."E7$'( '*-',:*&'(
=5<-(6<(%6,*-(6<3'$7'%'*7(.#*-(5'-(.'<C(=#B-(%<-<5%#*-(45&-(><'(-6*7(
5"n$#G,'(?#6<.,7'('7(5'(L#V,-7#*2(#55,&-(=$,3,5&:,&-(.'-(h7#7-Ii*,-;

L#$#.6C#5'%'*72( 5'-( :6<3'$*'%'*7-( 644,.'*7#<C( .&*6*4'*7( 4'( 7'$$6-
$,-%'2(%#,-( *'( 7'*7'*7( =#-( ."'*( #--&4D'$( 5'-( -6<$4'-( ,.&656:,><'-( 4D'f(
5'<$-(#55,&-(M(%<-<5%#*-(N;

Le Moyen-Orient, nouvelle « poudrière » d’un conflit mondial

?,(5'-(e#5V#*-('7(5'-(=$6G5@%'-(.'(5"W<$6='(4'*7$#5'('7(6$,'*7#5'(6*7(46*-7,-
7<&(5#(=6<.$,@$'(#55<%#*7(5'()'<(.'-(.'<C(:<'$$'-(%6*.,#5'-(.<(XXe(-,@45'2(5'(
A6B'*I`$,'*7('-7(#<P6<$."D<,(5#(=6<.$,@$'(.<(XXIe siècle et pourrait conduire 
S(<*'(*6<3'55'(46*9#:$#7,6*(%,5,7#,$'(:&*&$#5,-&';(!'-(:$#,*'-(.'(3,65'*4'(
'7( .",*-7#G,5,7&( 6*7( %#*,)'-7'%'*7( &7&( =5#*7&'-( #<( 46<$-( .'( 5#( L$'%,@$'(
Guerre mondiale dans le monde arabe. La politique des puissances colo-
*,#5'-('<$6=&'**'-(#()#,7(.'(4'77'($&:,6*(-,($,4D'('*($'--6<$4'-(&*'$:&7,><'-(
<*'($&:,6*(M(3,.'(.'(=<,--#*4'(N(#=$@-(5"'))6*.$'%'*7(.'(5"W%=,$'(6776%#*;(
\'5#(#(:&*&$&(.'(5",*-7#G,5,7&(=65,7,><'('7(.'-(&3&*'%'*7-(3,65'*7-(S($'G6*-
.,--'%'*7-(%<57,=5'-2(.<()#,7(.'(5#(?'46*.'(a<'$$'(%6*.,#5'('7(.'(-6*(=$6-
56*:'%'*7(.#*-(5#(:<'$$'()$6,.';(H'=<,-(5#(4D<7'(.'(5"il??2(5'(M(3,.'(.'(
=<,--#*4'(N('7(5'(%#*><'(.'(-7#G,5,7&($&:,6*#5'(6*7(.&45'*4D&(.'-(,*7'$3'*-
7,6*-(76<P6<$-(=5<-(*6%G$'<-'-(.'-(h7#7-Ii*,-('7(.'-(#*4,'**'-(=<,--#*4'-(
4656*,#5'-('<$6=&'**'-(.#*-(5'-(#))#,$'-(.<(%6*.'(#$#G';

T6%G$'(."#*#5B-7'-(='*-'*7(><'(-'(=$&=#$'(#<P6<$."D<,(.#*-(5'-(46<-
5,--'-2(.'$$,@$'(5'-(.&45#$#7,6*-(#<C(#44'*7-(#*7#:6*,-7'-2(<*(*6<3'#<(~#57#(
#%&$,4#*6I$<--'( =6$7#*7( -<$( 5'( A6B'*I`$,'*7;( !'-( =5<-( '*7D6<-,#-7'-(
='*-'*7(><'(4'(~#57#(=6<$$#,7(%'77$'(8*(#<C(7'*-,6*-(,*-<==6$7#G5'-(><,(
.&4D,$'*7(5#($&:,6*2(=65#$,-&'-(#<P6<$."D<,(#<76<$(.'(5#(4$,-'(-B$,'**'2('7(B(
$#%'*'$(5#(=#,C;(F5(-"#:,7(5S(-#*-(.6<7'(."<*'(3,-,6*(7$6=(6=7,%,-7'(.'(5"#3'-
*,$(j(5'-('*P'<C(.'(=<,--#*4'('7(5'-(=#--,6*-(><",5-('*7$#r*'*7(-6*7('*46$'(
7$6=(3,)-(=6<$(><'(.'-(46*4'--,6*-($&'55'-(-6,'*7(=6--,G5'-(.'(5#(=#$7(.'-(
=$,*4,=#<C(=$67#:6*,-7'-2(,*7'$*#7,6*#<C('7($&:,6*#<C;(W7(%E%'(-,(7'5(&7#,7(
5'(4#-2(,5(*"'-7(=#-(.,7(><'(5'-(='<=5'-(.'(5#($&:,6*('7(5'<$-(.,))&$'*7-(-6<-I
:$6<='-('7D*,><'-(6<($'5,:,'<C(#44'=7'$#,'*7(.'(-'(36,$(,%=6-'$(.'(5"'C7&-
$,'<$(<*(*6<3'#<(=#$7#:'(.<(A6B'*I`$,'*7;
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politique étrangère   1:2014

!",*-7$<%'*7#5,-#7,6*(.'-(46%%<*#<7&-('7D*,><'-('7($'5,:,'<-'-('-7(<*'(
=65,7,><'(.#*:'$'<-'2(><,(='<7($&-'$3'$(G,'*(.'-(-<$=$,-'-;(F5('-7(%#5D'<-
$'<C(><'(5'-(5'+6*-(.'(5"D,-76,$'(#:,7&'('7(46%=5'C'(.'-($'5#7,6*-('*7$'(=<,--
-#*4'-(644,.'*7#5'-(."<*'(=#$72(%6*.'(#$#G'2(U<$><,'('7(F$#*(."#<7$'(=#$7(
*"#,'*7(=#-( &7&( 7,$&'-( P<-><",4,;(H'( 4'( )#,72( 5'-( ,*365<7,6*-( ,.'*7,7#,$'-(.'(
7B='( )6*.#%'*7#5,-7'(#<C><'55'-(*6<-(#--,-76*-(.'=<,-(=5<-,'<$-(.&4'*-
*,'-(#<(A6B'*I`$,'*7(=6<$$#,'*7(.&:&*&$'$2('7(.'(=5<-('*(=5<-2('*(%#--
-#4$'-('7(.&=5#4'%'*7-()6$4&-(.'(=6=<5#7,6*2(46%%'(4'()<7(5'(4#-(#<(46<$-(
.'(5#(56*:<'(#:6*,'('7(.'(5"'))6*.$'%'*7(.'(5"W%=,$'(6776%#*;(!'(*6%G$'(
.'($&)<:,&-(><'(5",*3#-,6*(#%&$,4#,*'(.'(5"F$#V(=<,-(5#(.&-7#G,5,-#7,6*(.'(5#(
?B$,'(6*7('*:'*.$&(#<:%'*7'(76<-(5'-(P6<$-2(4$&#*7(.'-(=$'--,6*-(&*6$%'-(
-<$(.'(='7,7-(=#B-()$#:,5'-(46%%'(5'(!,G#*(6<(5#(k6$.#*,';

!'(=5<-(:$#3'(-'$#,7(5"&4D'4(.'-(.6<G5'-(*&:64,#7,6*-(-<$(5'(46*9,7(-B$,'*(
et le dossier nucléaire iranien. Un tel revers ouvrirait à nouveau la porte 
."<*'(=6--,G5'(46*9#:$#7,6*(:&*&$#5,-&'(#<(A6B'*I`$,'*7;(`$($,'*(*'(.,7(
'*46$'(><'(4'-(.'<C(=$64'--<-(=6<$$6*7($&<--,$2(46%=7'(7'*<(.'-(46*4'=-
7,6*-(#*7,I,$#*,'**'-(><,(-"#)8$%'*7(.'=<,-(5'(.&G<7(.'-(#**&'-(/01R(.#*-(
5'-( =#B-( '<$6=&'*-( '7( #<C( h7#7-Ii*,-( '7( .'-( =#--,6*-( 46*7$'( 5'( $&:,%'(
-B$,'*(.'=<,-(pRRv2(#<--,(G,'*(.'(5#(=#$7(.'(4'-(=#B-(><'(.'(5'<$-(#55,&-(.'(
la péninsule Arabique.

W*8*2(5#(><'-7,6*(,-$#&56I=#5'-7,*,'**'($'-7'('55'(#<--,(<*(#G4@-(4$,-7#5-
5,-#*7(5'-(=#--,6*-2(7#*7('<$6=&'**'-('7(#%&$,4#,*'-(><"#$#G'-2(7<$><'-('7(
,$#*,'**'-2(%E%'( -,( '55'( =#$#r7( #<P6<$."D<,( =$63,-6,$'%'*7( &45,=-&'( =#$(
5'-()6$7-(-6<G$'-#<7-(.'(5#(46*P6*47<$'($&:,6*#5';(W*(76<7(4#-2(<*(*6<3'#<(
A6B'*I`$,'*7(=#4,8&(*'(-#<$#,7(&%'$:'$(.'(4'-(P'<C(.'(=<,--#*4'(><,(='$-
.<$'*7(.'=<,-(.'<C(-,@45'-2('7(.6*7(5"6$,:,*'(-'(7$6<3'(5#$:'%'*7(.#*-(5'-(
conquêtes coloniales européennes du XIXe(-,@45'2(=<,-(.#*-(5'(.&$6<5'%'*7(
et les conséquences de la Première Guerre mondiale.

Mots clés
Première Guerre mondiale

Moyen-Orient

Empire ottoman

Traité de Sèvres (1920)
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